'TAILLES'  AND  'AIDES'
nated the chief officials, known as 'generals for purposes of the
aides' (gtntraux pour lefait des aides); the taxable area and the minor
officials were divided among them, the latter still being known
as Jlus, though they were no longer elected. Such was the origin
of the territorial divisions known as genirditis and flections.
When Charles VII demanded fresh funds from the Estates to
pay his standing army, the lands to the south of the Loire accepted
&fouage or hearth-tax paid directly by all heads of families, which
became established under the name of the faille and was extended
to the whole kingdom in the form of a tax known in French as
an imp6t de repartition - that is, assessed in a lump sum, which
was afterwards shared out among those liable for it. The king
soon began to increase the taille and fix the total amount of the
assessment without asking the consent of the Estates. Louis XI
increased it to such an extent that it rose from 1,1200,000 to
4,400,000 livres.
The tax was granted only provisionally and expressly limited
to a term of years. The king accepted the principle that he ought
to meet his expenditure out of the revenue from his domain and
had no right to order the imposition of taxes. Charles V was
granted the aides for six years, but continued to levy them for the
whole of his life, though he left orders that they were to be stopped
after his death, and this was done. When Charles VI's uncles
revived them, the people rose in revolt and massacred the officials.
At the end of the fifteenth century the assembly of the States-
General of 1484 obtained an admission from the Government
that the king's only regular revenue was that of his domain.
The taxes became established permanently, however, the Estates
being no longer summoned for the purpose of granting them,
except in certain regions known as the pays d*£tats> which had
their own Estates.
Thus up to the time of the Revolution there were two kinds of
taxation: the taille, a direct tax assessed en bloc, from which the
privileged classes were exempt, and assessed and collected by the
king's agents; and the aides, an indirect tax upon certain articles
of consumption; not to speak of the gabelle, or salt monopoly5 which
was farmed out to companies of financiers.

